


We regret  the delay i n  publishing this Bulletin, but material  is  well  under 
way for No. 3 which should come out sooner .  Now is the time for members 
to submit any a r t i c l e s  which they would l ike  published. The next issue 

will have a Yorkshire bias  just as the present  one i s  mainly  about 
Northumberland sites. 
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Our cover illustration 
In the haste  of producing Bulletin 1 we forgot to mention the subject of 
our cover. The drawing and design a r e  by Roy Varndell, Designer at 
the Bowes Museum and its subject,  n o  doubt r ecogn i sed  by many members ,  
1s one of the chaldron wagons at Seaham Harbour. 

A success story 
BuIletin 1 has been successful  in a way never envisaged by the Group. 
It has been taken by the Council f o r  Br i t i sh  Archaeology as a rnodel for 
new Industr ia l  Archaeology Gro tp s  and we have had a number  of requests 
from these Groups and Societies asking for copies .  We hope to build up 

an exchange s c h e m e  with e t h e r  s imilar  Societie S throughout the country 
and wi l l  t ry  to keep our members informed of anything of special in te res t  
going on elsewhere. 

Bridges of County Durham 
M r .  D. Crockett  of Newton Aycliffe has sent us 24 cards of road bridges 
ancl 10 of rail b r idges  over the r i v e r s  of County Durham, together with 
several fine photographs fo r  each. He  tells us tha t  he hopes t o  send an 
additional s imilar  number when he has time. 

Not everyone is  agreed on whether road b r i d g e s  come witkin thc 
meaning of Industrial. Archaeology, but the re  can be no doubt that these  
r e c o r d s  a rc  worthwhile and cer ta inly  the r e c o r d s  kept at the Bowes 
Museum a r e  not r e s t r i c t e d  to industr ia l  topics.  S t ree t  scenes,  house and 

shop details, f lc ld walls,  lndeed everything which has been man-made and 
likely to  be man-destroyed is  worthy of recording. 

Does anyone else have their own par t i cu la r  'line'? For instance 

what about old road-direct ion f inger  posts, or mile stones or  Victor ian 
decorative cast-iron or coal-hole covers? 



Allenhaads Lead: dressing 
" smelting 

Minera l s :  lime 
Power :  hydraul ic  

bowse steads 84 /NY 860 455 
smelt m i l l  8 4 / N Y  850 464 
limekilns 8 4 / N Y  845 466 
engine $4/NY 860455 

NORTMUhIBERLAND 
,A check list 

c o r n  mill 7 7 / N %  0 7 6 5 0 3  Power:  water 

Transport:  wate r  

A l l e n s f o r c l  

i l l n r n o u t l ~  ha rbour ,  71/NU 248 105 
warehouse 
warehouses  7 1 /NU 247 095 
(guano. j 

Transport :  wate r  
H c r r  i s  n brit.:  ~-1lfi:; I i s t  oi' :.:I thr, o ld  i n d u s t r i ~ l  s i t e s  w ! ~ i i h  a r e  r t h ~ - o r d e d  
;IT thL> R~. \x-es  h l u a c u m  i u ?  this count!. h los t  oi t h c  s i tes  havt.  ilect1 s e e n  
ai'd rl.;or-eed b y  Tt-al:k A t k i ~ ~ ~ u l r ,  t l l o u c i ~  m a n y  l .>-atc~mil ls  and i v i n d m r l l s  
2r.c r;ikt-?1 :'?-urn thr> ~ l j i t i a i  s k r < - r . y  u i  the Suc ic ty  {ui- tIi? P r o t r * i L l r ~ : 1  ul' K I ? C ~ P I - , ~  
E u i l r i ~ r ; g e ,  w i i h  a a d ~ i i o r ~ . - ;  b y  Tom ; i , ~ y  . inc. ;lInn Stoyt.1. 

C h ~ m n e y s i a r  7 1 / N U 2 5 1 1 9 4  
steam e n g i n c s  7 1 / N U  243 143  

7 1 / N U  21  1 0 8 3  
7 1 / N U  186257 
7 1 / N U  232 147 

Alnwick a r ea  Agricul ture :  t h resh ing  

W~ic a r e  X-r r\- ~ C ) I I S < ~ O : ~ S  01' Lhe Y ~ ? U ~ ~ C O C I I ! I ~ S  o l  t l l i ~  pa r t i~ -u Ia r  l i s t .  

XL?: L ) ! ~ i ~ ,  ciot>s i t  r t - / c > : -  t ~ j  z. !,pry ! a ~ g e  C O : L I : I ~  xvltll tvhiL.h a?? -io! r1111)- 
i L ~ ? i i ! 7 i ~ r .  LL~L lilt= %. (.!-I- ! ~ r g e  :I~!);.~IT a r e ~ s  A I O : ~ ~  I I l t ~  T ~ I - J C  p r e s < ? ~ . t  special 
p:-nhlcrns  f o r  I h e  i : : ~ - . ~ . s t i q a r o r .  FIere i s  \ ~ t ~ c : - t .  ( h e  loL:e1 L\-orker 1.27-I b e  oi 
; o ~ : ~ i d c r a b l t '  ! l t ' l ~ >  :L-16 \<,\' ! n \ ~ k  ~UIP, ' ;II .C\ : U  ~' r '~- t ' iv i t ig  a r l d i t i u n s  iur p u t ~ l i r a t i o n  
- n  i ) l i L  n ~ ~ t  15~1!!c!li-.. + 

f u r r l i t u s p  f a c t o r y  7 1 / N U  IXb 13.5 
t a n z e r y  l l / N U  184 130 
m e t a l  r a i l w a y  7 1 /Kr 196 126 
b r i d g e  

M a n u f a c l n r i ~ i g :  f ~ i r n .  
I leather 

'I'ranspol-t: r .~i l  

coal shoots 7  I / N U  267 048 
T l / N U  269043  

ch imneys  ~ I / K U  267 n l f i  
71/NU 244066 
7 1 /YZ 18 1992  

:\S 11-ith t h e  .n::in; C'ormty D u l . ? l a m  I l s i  publlshccl i n  Uu l l t~ t i t1  1 ,  i t  
rt-.~rst b e  s t r c s s c d  1Iln.t c l - c ry  s i t r  of \vhicI: t!lc hluset in :  h a s  e y - e ; i  t h c  s l ~ g h t e s r  
:-rcord i s  notecl i n  t h i s  l i s t .  ,411 inclusion does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r n e n n  t h a t  
th t*  5 i t r  is  ell r p L  01-rl'd. Ti snrr.eone w i s l ~ e s  to r r . cor [ i  a s i t e  i!i d c p t h ,  o r  . . 
LI;IS i~iorm;:t inn a r - a i l a h l  P .  wr \ \ - i l l  be hnpp!r 111 r ep ly  t ~ ?  an e ~ i q ~ i i r y ,  a h n w i n g  
u. l l ; lC i : l f o r rna l i r l n  w e  !lax-e r e c o r d e d .  

Agriculture: t h r c  s h i n g  

Xncro f t  

A s  h i n g t o n  

Backworth 

I3oiie-r.: water 

Coal: water 

Coal  

col1 i c r y  78/-'.'Z 265 835 

T h e r r  a r e  n n l v  two  types oi s i t e  wIlicIi art: n o t  f u l l y  I ls tcri  he re :  
u-he'l!lo~:ses 011 iarml: a n d  \ s , ~ t c v m i l l  s i tcs  w h e r e  n o t h i n g  r emain  c ~ c c p t  a 
fiut!t'cj a ~ t d  some t imt .~  m o d i f i e d  bui lding.  T h c  f a r m e r  a r e  ro  f r e q u e n t  t h a t  
thr  11si 5 u , o ~ : l d  be ' s ~ v s m p e d '  ancl the  l a t t e r  art: of v e r y  s p t s i a l i s e d  i r l t r r ~ s t  
1)!11y. it-11en tl1r.y are s t r i p p e r 1  of t hc i r  mechxnii:al contents .  I n c i d e n t a l l y  a 
,croup i l l  Yorkshll-e is  n o w  r e c o r d i n g  wheelhouses and we hop? to pubI ish  
sorn? u!' t h e i r  r c su I t s  l a t e r .  

winclingengine T8/K:'Z 3 0 3 7 2 0  
house 

Barnburgh 

Barclon Mill 

Powcr:  wind win clmill 7 I / K U  182 3 5 2  

Marsftg: Textiles 
M i n e r a l s :  clay 
M i n e r a l s :  lime 

full ing mill 7 7 / N Y  779 647 
b r i c k  Pr t i le  w k s .  7 7 / N Y  779647 
lim eki lns  7 7 / N Y  7 8 2  6 7 0  

B eadnel l  

Beal. 

BePford 

Minera l s :  Lime lim ekilns 7 1 /NU 238 285 

houses /NU 065  427 Agricul ture  hous ing  A c o m b  C o a 1 : m i n i n g  L-olliesy & houses  7 7 / N Y  926662 
P o w e r :  wind 
Manftg : miIling 
Transport: rail 

windmill 64JNU 147 335 
corn mill 64 /NU 147 344 
tank, footbridge, 64/NU 126 337 
goods shed. 

r ~ I l e r l d a 1  c Lead:  mlnes 

' smelting 

( W e s t )  Lime: kiIn 

l evc l  77 /NY 837 560 
smelt milI 7 7 / N Y  8 3 2  566 

l imeki ln  8 4 / N Y  X03 465 



Coal: mining disaster memorial 
7&/NZ 320 725 

single s to rey  781N7, Z50 790 
cottages.  
cart sheds 78/NZ 250  790  

terrace of houses  7 1 / N U  I86 257 

lead & witherite 7 7 / N Y  940678  
mine. 

m i l l & h o u s e s  7 1 / N U 1 8 3 0 0 1  

mine: chimney 6 4 / N T  966 3 7 7  
Smithy b4/NT 949 318 
quar ry  with crane64 f NT 965 374 

spade factory 6 4 / N T  933 384 
barley mill 7 1JXT 9 3 3  3 8 3  

wheelhouse and 77JnTY 8 9 2  680 
chimney. 
paper mill 771x7 902 666 
witherite m i n e  7 7 j N Y  850 988 

med. bridge 7 8 / N Z  254 674 

kiln S 

chimney 7 7 / N Y  985 7 3 7  
t h r e s h e r  7 7 / N Y  985 737 
engine 77(NY 985 7 3 7  
windmill 77 /NZ 0 1 5 7 0 5  

mill 71/NU 207 035 
m i l l  NU 206 029 

mill & dovecote 64/NU 035 436 

c o r n  mill NY 982743 

lime kilns 7 7 / N Y  812 6 8 2  

corn mill 7 7 / N Y  995 58  1 

b r e w e r y  NY 942 649 
corn mill  77 /NY 955 6 1 7  

1 1  I T  77/NY $99 655 
1 1  1 1  77/NY 927 608 

Tweed  .%griculture:  t h r e s h i n g  Chin1ncq.s for 

steam e n g i n e s .  
Ear  sdon 

East H a r t f o r d  Agricul ture:  housing 

t shed S 
h i a n f t g  . brr . \ r ing nlaltllouse 
h1anftg. col-fcstio1;t.i-v cor~iectionerq- 

workshop. 
l l a n f t g .  i i a l l inc  sa lmon coble s 

i c e i ~ o u s e s  
AIanitg. t e s t i l c  s sackirlg i a c t o r y  
T r a r  $;>~>rt: railwav b r i d g e  

1847. 
T r a v s p o r t :  road o l d  b r i d g e  
~ I ' o c ' c B S ~ ' ~ ~ :  111~llttg. < r , r l l a r l e s  

Ellingham 

Fallowfield 

Agriculture: housing 

M i n e r a l s :  w i the r i t e  

P o w e r ,  water  Felton 

Ford  Coal: mining 
I ron:  working 
Minera l s :  quarrying 

F o r d  Forge  I ron:  working 
Manf tg :  m i l l i ng  

I r a n s p o r t :  scaa s t o r e ,  io rn le r ly  

s h i p y s r d .  
Foul-stone s Ag r i c  ul'cure 

Manitg: paper 
Minera l s :  w i t h c  ritc 

Transport :  road 

Minera l s  : lime 

Agriculture: threshing 
B I l I 

I l I t  

P o w e r :  wind 

L o a l  colliery s ~ n b i r d  
Coa l :  t r a n s p o r t  sua I  shoots  
T r n ~ ~ s p ~ l r t :  xvat r r -sex  I i g h t l l o n s ~  G o s f o r t h  

Greenhead 

Great  Whit t ington T r a n e ~ o r t :  ra i l  goods shcci 

' T r a r s p n r t :  road bridge 

+\g I - i iu l l r i re :  I l o u a l ~ l g  house S 

threshi1.g chirnrley for  
s team engi l i e .  

power w i ~ ~ d r n i l t  

Power:  water  

Haggerston 

Hallington 

Haydon Bridge 

I-leale y 

Hexham 

Power: wind 
h i i n e r a l s :  c l a y  pot tery  
T r a n s p o r t :  r o a d  bridge 
.Ayriir i l t t~rt=:  t l :~ \ . sh ing iIliml:~\* 

Power: water 

Minerals ; lime 
Power : h o r  se ~ v h c c l  house  

Power  :water 

Manftg : brewery 
P o w e r :  water 

l 1  1 l 

Power:  wind 

hlailftg: il ahing kippering sheds  
T r a n s p o r t :  w a t e r  stone loading 

tower .  

D i s s i n g t o n  

Duke s f ie ld  

Potve r : wind smock mill 

Smelt  mill ( ser  STEEL) Power: w a t e r  m i l l  6 4 / N U  039 351 



IIolmes Linn Lcad mining lead m i n e  and  7 7 / N Y  842  5 2 3  
enginc house  gent's. convenience NZ 335 66 1 

tweed mill 7 7 / N Y  888 928 

N o r t h  Shields 

Otterburn Manftg : textile 
Power: water 

Hum S haug h 

LangIc y 

M i n e r a l s :  l ime 

Lead: smelting 

lime k i lns  77/NY 93 1709 

smelt mrlls ancl 7 7 / N Y  828 6 13 
flue and  chlmncy 7 7 / N Y  840610 PZessey 

Ponteland 

P o w e r :  wind windmill  7 8 / N Z  238 789 

Iron: working 
Minera l s :  bricks 
Transport: road 

Smithy NZ l66 7 2 9  
brickworks 78JNZ 149 733 
Toll house . NZ L66 728 

l i m e  kiln , 71JNU 217 158 
i t  I1 7 1 /NU 228 174 

Lc ming ton  

Loan End 

Lowick  

Manf tg :  g l a s s  

T r n n s p o s t :  roar1 

g l a s s  cone  

A g r i c u l t u r e  dovecotc  NU 0 7 1 4 0 4  
18th cent .  l a rm  K U  008 38G 
rlovccvle N U  008 386 

Rennington M i n e r a l  S : l i m e  
l 1  l l 

Riding Mill I ron :  working 
Power :  water 

shaper nr. Smithy NZ 015 6 17 
Corn  mill 77 /NZ 018 614 Powcr:  w a t c r  

P r ~ w e r :  water  
M a n f t g :  Leulilc.: 

c o r n  m111 78/K7, 183860  
1;l:ankrE mill 7 S / V Z  184860 

Ridley Hall 

Rothbury 

Transport Bridge NY 7 9 6  647 

Power:  water 
I I I l 

Coxn mill 7 l / N U  07 3 008 
1 1  I 1  7 1/NU 068 0 16 

susp. bridge 78/NZ 200635 Scotswood Bridge 

S c r e m e r s t o n  

Transport: road 

Iron: working 
I r o n  founr l  ing 

h,la~iff,p: Food 
M A  nl tg  : 1'1 OUT. 

'1'r;lnsport: ru;id 

foundry  N Z  2 0 0 8 6 1  
soft clrinks i a c t o r y  N% 200  8 5 9  
f lour  m i l l  N Z  205864 
road h r i r l q e  N Z  201 859  

Smithy with tyre NU 008 491 
shaper . 

Seahouses 

Shilbottle 

Minera l s :  l i m e  

Iron: working 

lime ki lns  
i umpietc  N a r t h ' r l  K Z  297 8 8 9  
fa rm (with clumr~ey) 
cliim~la y NZ 2 9 7 8 8 9  
steam ~ n g i n c  Y Z  297 8 8 9  
towcr mill 7R/NZ 298 893 

S m i t h y w i t h t y r e  NU193085  
shaper. 
C a r t  shed, NU 211 083 
chimney. 

A g r i r ~ t l t u r c :  1111-csliing 
P o w e r :  ste;lm 
P o w c r :  wirlrl 

Agricul ture :  building 

Shoresdean Coal: mining Col l i e ry  with smithy N T  957 46 
engine house. Ti-an s ~ o I - ~ :  water  olcl boa t s  ( w h c r 1 - ~ ) 7 8 / ~ ~  1 6 4  6 5 2  

L1anft.g: enginet!r ing 
Power :  wrncl 

' T u r b i n ~ i t '  s h i p  N Z  247 658 
windmill  781x7, 267 h58 
m3 l l. 7 8 / N Z  2 5 3 6 7 2  
smock mi l l  78/YZ 2 1 0 6 5 6  
swing br l r fge  N Z  L 5 2 6 3 7  
iaduct NZ 276618  

br idges  NZ 25 1637 
warehouse  
wharf 
shot tower 

Shotle yfield Power:  water 

Power: water 

Power:  wind 

Corn mill 77/NZ 061531 

Sirnonburn Mill  7 7 / N Y  8 9 0  740 P o w c r :  watcr  
Power: u-;nd Stannington 

(or  P lessey   ill) 
Windmill 78/NZ 2 3 9 7 8 9  

' T r a n s p o r t :  rai l  
I I I Steel Lead smelting 

Power : e lec t r i c i ty  

Coal mining 

Srne l t ingmi l l  771NY941580 
T r a n s p o r t :  r ivcr  

I P 
Stella Steam turbine 

Col l i e ry  77/NY 832 603 Stublic k L e a d  

N e w  H a r t l c y  Coal mining co l l i e ry  

N v s t I ~  Sh ie lds  Power:  wind windmill 

Throckley Coal: transport "dandy c a r t i 1 ( s i t e ) 7 8 / ~ ~  155 675 
Minera l s :  brick brickworks 78/NZ 155 675 
Power : wind windmil l  NZ 146 697 



T w v c d m o u t h  Marlftg: b r e w i n g  
Iron work ing  
Manftg:  f lour  

TwiiscIl B r i d g e  Transport :  road 

W a r k n ~ u r t h  Power: w a t e r  

!veldon R r ~ d p r  P o w e r :  w a t e r  

Whitf ie ld P o w e r :  water 

t f i l l i ~ ~ g l o n  CL11~y Lead: worki!ig alld 

products. 

Brew-ery YT 9 9 4 5 2 2  
engineer ing  shop N T  994527  
:lour mill YT 995 5 2 2  

merl .  b r i d g e  YZ' X85 433 

m i I l  7 1 /NE 230 046 

m i l l  7 l /\-L- 137  98-1 

t u rh inc  7 7 ! Y Y  78 1 5 7 3  

Lead ~ v o r k s  KZ. 3 3 9  661 

COUNTY DURHAM 
Addl t lons  t o  c h e c k  List i n  Bullet in 1. 

Below are given addi t ions  which have been made t o  the County Durham 
check l i s t ,  at t he  B o w r s  M u s r u r n ,  s ince  it w a s  publrshed i n  o u r  Bul le t in  1. 

Some have hcrn r e c o r d e c l  by  F r a n k  Atk in son ,  t h e  w a t e r  mills and 

c o l l i e r y  e n g i n e s  by  AIan Stoyel ar:cl o t h r r  i t ems  h a v r  b e p n  reported b y  
1-1 L. Beadle ,  S, D. Bell ,  Sid Lhapl in ,  J .  A .  D c n t  and Peter  Semmens. W c  
a r r  grateful  t o  r 'Lcryone who has  ! ic lpcd and l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  hca r i ng  of o the r  
s i t e s  w h i c h  we have missed.  

8 v a r n a r k  Coal :  coke o v e n  S 85 /KZ 213434  

B i r t l c y  h 4 i n c r a l s :  c l a y  brick-makinq 7X/N7, Zb; i i 6  

B i s  hap  .41icklc71id P o w e r :  aratr.r purnpj ng H5/NZ  2 0 L  L 9 9  

Sowburn  Coal : -1ndir.g h o r i z .  cue. ( 2 )  8 5 / N Z  304 37?  

C a s t l e  s l d e  Lead :  s m e l t i n g  f lut .  8 4 / N Z  07H+84 

It s o u n c l s  Pike som?thin,y P a u l  .Ter~izines t l lo~tgl i l  u p  ancl ol!c 7:; !.errlntecl to  
say it loclcs l i k e  son-iet!li?ly r l r s i g n e d  l ~ y  Heat11 R u l ~ i ~ ;  srm, ?lilt t h a t  \ir~7~1lrl 73e 
~ ~ n f a i r  and c a r r y i l l g  Ilr_e similr: too F a r .  

The discovc:?-.y began irl a Coal Boal-ri o f f ice ,  at  ;L g c n c r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  
011 o l d  ~ n i n i n g  e q u i p ~ n c ~ l t ,  when a n  111.ra E n y i n e e r  m-ho ha cl j u s l .  titker: in a 
tlrw disk-I-: cl s17drlelily rcmrmberecl s e r i n ~  an o l d  IVadcllt? whr : r l  at sume 
o l ! i r .  The r e s t  of thc a f t e r r l o o n  v;xs sooi l t .  I r l r  hirn as  !I? ~v0-l - r ier l  a l~o i .~ t  
r r -here !I<- harl s e e n  i t .  He rcbmtmbered.  Hr. tc! lcphnned,  sncl  thrrt .  i t  w a s :  
j u s t  out  O! scrvice t w n  wc-cks ;I.CO and d u e  t o  br. s c ~ a p q e r l .  

Chopwrll 

East  H e r r i n g t o n  

F c r r y h i l l  

Gateshead 

C o a l :  m i n i n g  Colly.  b u i l d i n q s  

P o w e r :  w a t e r  supp ly  

Coal : winding 

p u m p i n g  

hor iz .  eng. 

Coal.: pumping 
Mlner a l s :  llrnr: 
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w a r e h o u s e s  R c f r r e n c e  to m i n i n g  i u x l  3loults oi xtlou; 1 Y O O  c l e a r e d  up o u r  p r o b l e m  

nf wllat ~ t  w a s  a n r l  ! I O ~  i t  w o r k e d .  In t he  1 8 8 0 ' s  t h l s  l a rge  iar: ( O U T  csnlxple 
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zuclcrcl 1 1 1  a l  t l ~ c  c e a t r p  a~hr! tJiroxm3 f r e e  zrntr11uyall y at t h e  c i r c u m i c l - c n c e .  
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about 1900 and O Y ~ ~ I I ~ R I I ~  powered I,y a cloul~le  h o r : z o ~ ~ t a l  rteam engine, b u t  
lattc-l-lv l ~ y  e I r c t r l f  motor. I t s  preservation is now bring worker1 o u t  with 
I he v r r y  lcinrl cnop( : ra t lon  uf t o l e r a n t  Coal Board  of f ic ia l  S .  
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Sough I r'etton 
uthcels and chirnmnevs 

1- I ~ ~ ~ T - I J ~ L I K  L L ~  ihc ~ r t i c l ( ~  1711 t h c  I lorsc  Gin at Eas t  I + e r r i ~ > g t o n  arather h o r s L *  
: . ' - I ~ i ~ ~ ~ l  !?as S r i ~ t ,  l o c a l  er! ,  !h i s  t m c  ~ ~ n c l e r ?  ro l .~n<l .  P l . ~ ~ s ~ : i n o  ~ . ~ ; m o u ~ s  t.he 
w r i t c l -  t ~ i : n ~ l  t!lzi: a - i  unrle:.gr.ou~jrl lhc~r+e ! t . l ~ t ~ ~ l  sti11 e x i s l  P ~t S n ~ ~ t l l  F T ~ t t ~ i t  
~ ; o l l ~ e l - y  a11rl i t  1 s  ?w)per! t h a t  a p;ll.ly wi l l  \ : isi t  i t  slaortl y a n d  m e a s u r e  it up. 

XL Sclut!z Hr t to l :  C o l l i c r y  3 i i lrnace c l ~ i r n n  ey f o r  uncie--.jiround v r n t i l a t i a n  
sLill 5;-arids, w h i l e  t 1 1 ~  xr:riter  ath hers there a r e  La-o s t i l l  exist ing at 
Silkswor.tIi  C o l l i c r y .  ZIoreove r i n  ihe clernolition of t h c  above g r o u n d  
s t ruc . t u r e s  at tllc Olr l  I I e r r i n g t o n  C o l l i e r y  rcmains of Iwo m o r e  w e r e  noted 
hicbdcn h(.hi:lrt modr:rc b r i c k u w r k .  If you know of o t h e r s ,  p l r a  stl inlorm u s  





Old coal workings at Hett 
Alan Stoyel 

I t  was l e a r n t  r e c e r i t ! ~  that s o m e  old c o a l  workings had h r r n  hroker: i n to  
r l u r ~ u g  tiper, - r _as t  mir.irlg on a I l i l l s i d e  about a c l u a r t r r  of a m ~ l r  U. E. of 
I I t h t t ,  a s i ~ n l l  rrlllage appi ox lma te ly  1 m i l e s  S. of Durham ( ~ r l d .  R r i .  
N Z / Z 8 5  3 7 0 ) .  

In D c c r . m b ~ r  t h e  s i t e  Yca v i s i t ? ?  b y  Mlcl>a!.l W h r r l c r  a1:d lllc wril  el. ,  
x ! lo  \ \ -e re  a5 le  I o e ~ : t r - ~ -  t h c  w o r k i n g q .  

The c o a l  i s  the. Fi i , r  U u a r t c r -  s e a m ,  t h i s  b e i n g  t!le one  aliove t11~ 3lain. 
(Unf i> r t .~~n : j t c ly  tl!c c o a l  s r a n l  nomenclature i s  c o m p l ~ ~  a n d  g r e a t  i ;arc  i ~ ~ i s t  
1 3 ~  t?kr11 when cliscl;.-:iinc" part ici . i lar  s e ams  i n  t!ir hiorth-East.  As an 
r yarnplc r ~ i '  I h r  j . p p > r r . ; ~ t  o1-.5.;sio:i t hp:i.e a r e  two o t h e r  Five  Q u a r t ~ r  jrlams 

i F-- ,.,c>, V u r h i l m ,  hot  oi them hi,<h,:~- ue, i l r  Ihe  s ~ ~ c c e s e i o n  tllnli t h e  or,>? ill 
rll .~.;tioar.  u , h i i l ~  i s  ~tsc.!i rvqu iv : i lun t  t o  t h e  St.ane Coal of Nort!lumbcrLar,d. 
T h ~ z , < .  is a F I - L , e  QrL:~r?;er  sr;43n i l l  ~ ~ o r t l ~ u m h r r l a n d ,  I ULJ, 1i111: i t  i s  much  
I c ~ w e r  cIc;xv~:!) I t  i e  ap!>roxirnately 3 i c r t  t h i c k ,  anrl  h e  p r imi t ive  room wirl 
j i i l lar w t ~ r k i n ~ s  wet-e i u r n p l e t e l y  wi th in  t!ir. coal ~ 1 , i t h  ahorit. 5 -h  ir:cl-jes 

r e m n i n i n ?  al~ox-e !he ? ~ a c k s .  'I'lle or-er l iurderl  r -  o i ~ s i s t r ? d  of a hrsui l i f e e t  

nf frjal,le s l i a ? e  ar-:rl tF , i s  has  collapsecl i n t o  m a n y  or  t h t .  passages. 

Thr- s l t r  forc .m; l .~  s a l d  that n o  olrl xvnr!cings weri- l l l t e r s e c t r d  tnr.arr.v 
t l ~ c  oL,tcrap ai t h ~  span:  h u t  t h v  h i t ~ q  ~ X T O  f i l l ed  - in  s!~xits w r r r  !>olriierl 
o u t  i n  the  013posite d i r r c t l o r l .  Thr g ~ ~ l l c  ries appc s ~ e r l  !o b e  heaclir?:: 
d i rec t ly  f u r  o n c  of these s l la i t e  w l ~ i k h  wol~ l t l  have b e e n  about 2 0  fee:  rlecp. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  passages xvpre i'lomred w ~ t h  -l lcasl h iziclles or thic!c nlll? 
s u  that  a n v  tooIs  would  h ~ ~ i  I > ~ ~ . ~ ~ I I  c o v c - r ~ r l .  h larks  oil thr wa!ls shovtc*rl 
that  a pick wltll  ,I sh;l I.:, p m l t  har l  heel3 liserl t o  r?:c;lvatp t l l r .  coa l  . T h -  
wpcn-cast  o p f r a t i o ~ ~ s  ha\-r  y ~ t - l r l ~ r !  :h- ~ - e r n ~ ~ a i ~ t <  n i  t w o  s l e r l ~ r s  a~lr! .;r>mt 

p i c c e s  of t i m b r r  01 tnanrular i T E l 5 S  s e c t i o n ,  howr.vrr .  T h e  r v i d l l ~  af each 
g n l l e r y  war about 5 - 6  'eet arid the ~ . u t r a c t c d  1021 w a s  c~tjma1ecl at s h o u t  
40 -45q1, although th i s  l attcr f i g u r e  i s  x7er\- a p p r o x i m a t r ~  due to  t h e  roll apses  
which have  occurrcd. 

A tentative 18th century  datc would be p laced OP t h e s e  i n t e r r s t i n g  
work ings ,  but it must  be s t r e s s e d  tha t  they are n o w  r 7 e r v  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  
s h o u l d  n o t  be e n t e r r d  on any account .  



SOME NORTHUMBERLAND FARMSTEADS 
Mark Hughes 

Even the  most casua l  observer  could s c a r c e l y  avoid noticing tha t  the 
landscape of the va l l eys  of t h e  Tyne and ~ t s  t r i b u t a r r c s  w e s t  of say Prudhoe  
p resen t  f e a t u r e s  unlike those  of much of the res t  of Nor thumber land or 
County D u r h a m .  In t h i s  l a r ~ d s c a ~ e  p r r h a p s  the  most distinctive a n d  

attractive c lemen t  i s  the l a rge  numbcr  of supr:rbly proportioned la te  
e ~ g h t e e n t h  and e a r l y  n ine teenth  cen tu ry  f a r m s t e a d s .  1x1 m o s t  c a s e s  the 

huusc and farm Iiuildings w e r e  concejx-ed as a slngle entrty a n d  huil t  a s  a 
u n i t y ,  and a l t h o u g l ~  pe rhaps  n o  l o n g e r  ideally planned for f a r m i n g  In a n  age 
o f  m i I k ~ u g  p a r l o u r s  ancl g ra in  d r y e r s  t h e y  r e m a i n  an i m p r e s s i v e  m e m o r i a l  
to a c r u c i a l  pe r iod  r n  aqricultural development.  

Though of c o u r s e  t h e r e  w e r e  a n u m b e r  of Y e o m e n  f a r r n ~ r s  w!~o hui l t  
t h c i r  own i a r m h o u s e s  in t h l s  a r e a  t h e ~ c  can b~ no doubt+tb;it the v a s t  
r n a ~ o r i t y  oi f a r m s  w e r e  t r n a n t  occupied 2nd thr houses e t c .  built by one o r  
(3117rr of the v a r l o u s  I andowner s  of thp district. In the  1 8 t h a n d  19th 

c c n t u r l e s  the principal latldousners were thc Dukes  of NorthumberlancI w j th  
fa rms  scattercc1 wic1r:ly throughout South W e s t  Piorthumberland,  thc 
E l a r k e t t s  of I\datfcn with c s t a t e s  both r lesr  M a t r ~ n  it self and i n  thc 
I - l a l twhrs t I~JBardon  Mil l  a r e a ,  and the Dlacket t -Bcaumont  family  who at 
var ious  p ~ r i o d s  between 1700 and  1850 owned W a l l l n g t u n ,  l a r g e  p a r t s  of 
I I r d ~ a m  and I-Ieuhamshirc a s  well a s  the Bywcll  estates which w e r e  bought 
i n  18 1 H  f r o m  the Fenwick family .  In t h c  North Tyne val ley  the Allgoods of 

Nunwick with a l a r g e  estate  cen t red  on Sirnonburn and t h e i r  neighbour the  
Char l tons  of I I c s l eys idc  readi ly  romc t o  mind. In t e rms  01 s i ze  however  no 

es ta te  i n  South W e s t  Y o ~ t h u r n b c r l a n d  approached  that of Grecnwic  h  Hospi ta l  
who after 1735 b e c a m e  p o s s e s s o r s  of the l ands  of the i l l - fa ted  Earls of 
Dcrwentwater .  In addit ion to outIying Lands such a s  Newlands and Whlttonstall  

and I Iar tburn  they w c r e  ma ln ly  concen t ra t ed  a long thc Tyne val ley  where  
f r o m  Dils ton near C e r b r i d g e  to beyond Haydon Br idge  they a re  so dense ly  
located that one c a n  s e c  a t  least one 01 t h e i r  f a r m s t e a d s  f r o m  a lmos t  any 
spo t  along the main road between C e r b r i d g e  and Bardon M111. I t  is  the 

Grcenw~ch  Hospi ta l  farms p a r  excel lence  that s e t  the tone of farm buildings 
in t h i s  area and i s  upon the r e c o r d s  of that  e s t a t e  now i n  t h e  Publ ic  R e c o r d  
Office i n  London and those of the Blacketts,  Blackett  -Bcaumonts and 
Allgeods that thi s ar t i c l e  1s based .  I intend t o  focus at tent ion on only two 

themes,  the first rixamlning the  f a c t o r s  which influenced thc l andowners  i n  

deciding when to build and the second descr ibing hr ief ly  thc types  of 
housing that w c r e  built at various datc s .  

Even  among yeoman  la r rners  the  gcnc ra l i za t ion  thal p e r i o d s  of 
bu i ld ing  coincided with p r o s p e r i t y  needs t rea t ing with g r e a t  reservation hut 
f o r  the l a n d l u r d s  of the Tyne vaIleys the f a c t o r s  involved cannot be reduced 
t o  s u ~ h  a s impIc  hypothes is .  A m o n g  s u c h  a d i v c r s e  g r o u p  of land(jv.mers ~t 
i s  onlv  t o  l ~ e  e x ~ e c t e d  t h a t  t he  p a t t e r ~ l s  of E s t a t e  management in gcncral and 
building pol!ry I n  p a r t i c u l a r  should d i f fer  markedly. The dccis~on t o  build 
o r  ntlL was  one wlxich could frcque1:tly he cleferrcd a lmos t  indefinitely and 
somr  a ~ e n t s  and o w n e r s  w e r e  more  inclined tIlar7 o t h e r s  to u n d r r t a k e  a 

bu i ld rng  pTogrdrnrnc. h-ic holas W alton Rcce ive r  f o r  G r 6 e n  wi ,  Iiospital 
I p t ~ v e e ~ ~  li574 ancl 18 1.0 w a s  a n  avid bui lder  as w a s  his  m o r c  fa?-.ious su r ce s so r  
J o h n  G r c v  of Dilston ai tcr  1833 .  The Sir Edu:arcl Ulackett of hlatfen who 
con t ro l l rd  r s t a t r  po l i cy  irom about 1830  till h is  dea th  in 1885 was more 
intl!nt~d than c i t h r  hls f a t h c ~ r  o r  G ~ a r l d f a t h c r  had l ~ e e n  to  build and 
s imi laryy on  Ihe EIackett  and I3eaulnunl IIexharn c s t a t c s  n e w  bu i lhng  was 
uricomrnon trct\~l.crn 1 7 5 0  and  1 8 2 0  but  when Tllomas Wcntwort 11 Beaurnorll. 
g a i n r d  con t ro l  aiter 1820 hc rlel~ghterl In undcrtalcing a mas  s ivc  building 
programme.  

Tlrro poirrts need t o  b c  s t r c s sc r l  c t ~ n c e r r l h ~ g  t h c s e  exampIes  w h j c h  covld 
r ~ a d ~ l v  h c  s u p p o r i c d  cram the  ei-iclcnrc ior  o ther  e s t a t c s .  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  

~ ? u i t h r * .  01 t h c  last two c a s e s  can i t  bc  a r g u e d  that  thr  lntlividuals in 
qnc:st1nr1 c n  101-url g r e a t e r  weal th  than t hc i l -  p rec lecessa r s .  It w a s  not tllr 
accretion of npw g r o s s  Inb.ome xvhich l n d u r r d  i h e m , a n y  m o r r  t l ~ a q  IValtori 
or  Crcv, i n  d o  whal t h e i r  E o r ~ S ( ~ a r s  or even c o r ~ t c n l p o r a r i e s  on o thr r  r * s t a t e s  

wcrr  no$ wrlllny to do. 
In thc sr.cond place the  pc r lod  lrorn 11120 to 1 8 5 0  r a n  only be d e s ~ i - l [ ~ c d  

as ollp of r or> s i d c r a b l e  difficulty Irlr <a s rn i l zg  during wh1L.h r e n t s  t e n d ~ d  to  
fa l l  ancl which ~ n c l  u d e d  th ree  major a g s i r  u l tu ra l  d r -p r r s  s ions  when  
abatement5  (temporar-y r en t  r ec luc t~ons )  nf u p  t o  had to  macle. Xi1 

T h i s  p e r i o d  t h e r r f o r c  t h e  apparent paradox i s  reachecl w h r r r  a( p r e c i s ~ l y  
t h a t  lime when g r o s s  r cn ta l  rexrenup was declining, ancl t h c r c i o r e  pr1m.a lacic 
the  land1 o rd  be l c a  S t m-illing to  lnrur  arldllional ~ x p r n d l t u r c ,  ( I ~ e y  call 

sccn to be doing just that. As 1 will shorn l a t e r  th i s  accu r r l s  with o t h e r  
cconornic f a c t o r s  but i t  a l s o  i l l u s t r x t ~ s  tha t  the  t i n l i n g  of new h u l l r l i n ~  nn 
any estatr i s  in  the l a s t  r a s o r t  rlepe~lclant on thc  conscious d r - t x s i o n  of the 
o w n e r .  If his net  Income provrdc<l n sufficient  s u r p l u s  bevnnci the 
r r q u i r e m c n t s  f o r  h i s  enjoyment of a s u l ~ j e r t i v c l y  prc -deter  mincd standard 
of l iving thcn how he would drvo te  h i s  su rp lus  c a s h  was  a matter i n  which  
whim and fancy could take  a major part. 

The ways in which his whims w c r c  e x c e r c i s e d  and hls f anc ies  took h i m  
were however in their turn influenced by economic factors  to which we now 
t u r n .  The economic  relat iorlship b c t a e e n  lar~cllord and  tenant,  of which t h e  
r r n t  was the most obvious feature,was in r e a l i t y  a m o s t  complex affair in to  



which t h e  pxovision of farm buildings fi t ted a s  the  m a j o r  item where land- 
lo rd  capital  investment  could be expected to yield a d i rec t  or indirect 
re turn.  Of c o u r s e  the price changes in agr icul tural  products between 1750 
and 1850 grossly affected the  level of r e n t s  but f o r  much of the period 
another, and at t i m e s  equally important factor  ,was the ca l ib re  and 
availability of would -be tenants.  

m e  whole evolution of Northumbrian Agricul ture  is  related to the  
creat ion especially in the 18th century of l a r g e  tenant f a r m s  a t  the 
ins is tence of landlords  who saw obvious advantages in an es ta te  composed 
of a rela t ively s m a l l  number of l a rge  f a r m s  tenanted by persons  of capital  
a s  opposed to  a l a r g e  number  of smal le r  holdings. This v e r y  p r o c e s s  

created a situation where t h e r e  could occur  a shortage of such persons  
willing and capable of taking on the l a rge  f a r m s .  Estate  farm building i s  

di rect ly  re la ted t o  the supply of such tenants  s s  wel l  as the  creat ion of the 
l a r g e r  farms themse lves .  At those t i m e s  when such potential tenants w e r e  
i n  short supply the landlord had to a t t rac t  them by whatever means were at 
his disposal  and new buildings were  an a t t rac t ion  to landlord and prospective 
tenant a l ike ,  since f o r  the landlord the  outlay could be  m o r e  than covered by 
the inc reased  rent. 

In other c a s e s  the  technical proficiency of one potential tenant m a y  have 
so far exceeded that of his  compet i to r s  that again the laAdlord was induced 
to a lmos t  br ibe h i m  by the offer of improved new buildings even when he 
offered no higher r e n t  that h i s  competitor.  The agreements  for  f a r m s  on 

these e s t a t e s  contain many examples  where the incoming tenant has 
exploited his sca rc i ty  value in order  t o  get a new set  of buildings out of h i s  
future landlord. A t  the other ex t reme in times of depress ion the sitting 
tenant was often able,by t h r e a t  of giving notice to  quit,to force the landlord 
not necessa r i ly  into a d i rec t  reduction of ren t  but an indirect  one by 
improving the arnenitie s of the farm by providing a new house o r  steading. 

In terms of dating phases of  differing intensi ty  of farm building in the 
light of these  economic f a c t o r s  the re  would appear t o  be four  major  periods 
between 1700 and c i rca  1850.  U p  ti l l  c.  1750 t h e r e  i s  evidence t o  suggest 
that new building was  r a r e l y  more than reluctantly undertaken as d i r e c t  
replacement  of ruinous previous s t ruc tures .  The fo l lowkg thir ty  five years 

or  so  t i l l  the mid 1780 's  saw a considerable b u r s t  of activity associated with 
the existence of a wide technical gulf between progressive minded would-be 
tenants possessed  of sufficient capital  but comparat ively s ca l ce  and also 
possessed  of social  pretensions,  and the more common l e s s  progressive 
ones devold of both capital  and social yearnings.  F r o m  t h e  mid 1780's 

through ti l l  the end of the Napoleonic Wars  in 1815 changes i n  land use 
consequent upon the massive inflation of agr icul tural  p r i c e s  d rew f r o m  the  , 

landlords  a ce r ta in  amount of building but v e r y  often it took the form of 
modifications to an exis t ing range of buildings while the technical gulf 
became less apparent  and t h e r e  was no  shortage of capable tenants.  

Finally from the end of the wars  t i l l  at least 1850,  except where the 
decline in a landlord's i n c ~ m e  reached the point where he would o r  could 
not undertake mass ive  estate expenditure,  it would  seem that building was 
undertaken ei ther  reluctantly as an a l ternat ive to a m o r e  painfull fall  in 
rental  i ncome ,  o r  willingly in o r d e r  to att  r a r t  and help the relativelg~ 
s c a r c e  good tenants.  

Within these  long waves of activity t h r ee  fu r ther  fac to rs  need 
~nentlonlng. Iri t h e  [irst place the social demands of the l a r g e r  tenant 
iarrncr  S r o s e  col~t i i~uously and w e r e  reflected in  t h e  l a r g e r  m o r e  elegant 
h o u s e s  they looked f o r .  Secondly at any t i m e  the collapse of an existing 
building could necess i t a te  new buildrng even when generpl es ta te  policy 
w a s  aga ins t  such a step. Thirdly,  a s  Indicated above, there  must  always 
b e  borne i n  m i n d  the o s e r r i d i n g  f a c t  that any land lord ' s  decision might 
contaln an cl cment of non-economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s u c h  as social  or 
polit ical prest ige.  

What  then w e r e  the sort  of f a r m  steadings bullr u n d e r  these  infTuences. 
It i s  quite t l e a r  that jn the  e a r l i e r  p a r t  of the 18th  century the basic  
arrar3qr:rncnt of such  strarIs a s  w e r e  built were  l i n e a r  with the House, brjrc 

a n d  b a r ] )  l y i n g  i n  o n c  I i n r .  A conternpo-rary plan of s11ch a house  to be built 
on  the Matfen Es ta te  i n  tlw earl.); 1750's is t h c  b a s i s  f o r  the f i r s t  plan ( f ig .  I ) .  
The obvious fea tu res  of this  buildlng a r e  thc thickness of the walls:  at l e a s t  
Z ' h " ,  the fact that the s t a i r c a s e  r s  not In thc c c n t r c  of the house but  in  a 
corner  uf the main l iv i~ ia  r o o m ,  that thp o n l y  d o o r  i n k  the  house i s  
approached by a passage  between the l l o u s e  and thc hyrc/stahlc, a n d  lhat 
the roof I S  e i ther  low pjtched and stone-slater1 o r  t ha t ch rd .  M a n y  of these  
r anges  have since been extensi*-ely modifiecl, eit!lcr a s  a r onscquencc of 
t h e  holding t o  w h i c h  they w e r e  a t t a c h e d  having amalgamated to form p a r t  
oi a 1 argcr h o l d i ~ g ,  o r  fullowing a l a t e r  building 01 a ncm? set of buildings.  

T h r  two t n o d i f r c a t ~ o n s   lost common have b e e n  the conversion or the  
whule into e i the r  l aboure rs '  cp!:ag s with a sccond s torey being added to 
the single storey, b y r e  and b a r n s  and a toofal added at the hack to provide 
additional kitchen space, o r  with manual s t ructural  c h a n g e  they became 
nothlng more than barn anrl byres .  Even when moclifipd thcsc car ly  t y p c s  
would seem to  be capahle of being recognised b y  c e r t a i n  l r a t u r c s  - the 
s ize  ancl roughness of the s tonework,  e s p e c i a l l y  at the non dwellinq house 
end, the off cen t re  or ig inal  s i t ~ n g  of the kitchen chimney,  the fact that 
where a side walI as opposed to gable end f r o n t  door has been  inse r ted  
the inser t ion i s  c lea r ly  noticeable,  the smal l  square windows.  As far as I 
can judge, a detailed survey  of thc Tync valley area should produce ample  
examples of this sort of l a ~ m s t e a d  and though one would not for  a moment  
suggest  that they w e r e  not built  af ter  the  mrd eighteenth century,  they do 

represen t  the  m o r e  pr imit ive  layout which the waves of building during the 
period f r o m  X750 onwarcls w e r e  to abandon in favour of more elaborate  
f o r m s .  In t h e i r  main outlines thc pr incipal  features of these  l a t e r  forms 



were all p resen ted  i n  the set of three steadings offered to W m .  Bates in 
1764 when he was about to become a tenant of S i r  Edward Blackett of 
Matfen, which form the basis of Fig.  Z. (a photo copy of the original m s s ) .  

In the f i r s t  stage "A" the linear farmhouse i s  re ta ined as one  side of a 
square l fa rmyard ,  a b a r n /  stable forms the s ide  opposite while the o ther  
two s ides  a r e  made up of hemmelllng; one range p ie rced  by a gateway. 

In the next s t age  "B" the l inear  housing f o r m s  an offsett element in a 
square with a f u r t h e r  barn a n d  byre  set a t  r ight angles on the end furthest 
from the house,  the other two s ides  of t h e  square once mosc made  up of 
hemmelllng, one range of w h i c h  was pic rced  by a gateway-. 

In the final f o r m ,  the house fo rms  one side of  the s q u a r e  but now for 
the f i r s t  t ime the entrance i s  n o  longer in a gable end but the  conventional 
"double f ront"  i s  now apparent ,  with the back of the house  facing into the 
"yard". Opposite t h e  house was a range of hemmelling and the two other  
sides were composed o f  barns ,  byres  and s tables .  

Other fea tu res  such a s  thc change in  location of the s ta i r  S, the g rea te r  
height  to t he  e a v e s ,  and the erection of a dairy a r e  a p p a r e n t  f rom the plans,  
but in s imple  terms most later 18th and early 19th century new-bullt  farm- 
s t eads  conform with only m i n o r  modi f ica t~ons  to one or  other of thc se  
schemes .  * 

By the 19th c e n t u r y  the tendency for  the farm house to become 
detached f r o m  the  other  buildings becomes more pronounced until the 
simple square of stage B i s  r e t a i n e d  with the house being located at will  
at  some distance f r o m  it. 

Pcrllaps the best quality of m a s o n r y  and e legance of (18th cen tu ry )  
design occurs on the Greenwich  Mospital farms f o r  which, although I have 
not as  yet found any plans extant,  a number of  es t imates  have survived in 
thc Public Record Office in London. Three  examples will suf f ice .  

1. Wark Manor farm. Map Reference 830788. Hexham map. New Built 

H o u s  c 22 X 15 X 14 f 51 
1769 

D a i r y  1 5 x 7 ~  6 f 9 
Stable 1 3  X 15 X 9 f 14  
Byre 2 1 x 1 5 ~  9 5 19  
Barn 24 X 15 X 33 f 24 
Fold wall 8r oven £ 7  

f 124 

2 .  Whitechapel farm. M a p  Reference 8 0 2  649. BuiIt 1767. 

House 40 X 1 9 x  14 f 91 
Milk house 1 5 x  7 x  7 f 10 
Stable 2 4 x  1 5 x  9 f 30 
2 B y r e s  2 1 x 1 5 ~  9 f 49 for the two 

E 1.80 

3. Elington East farm.  M a p  Reference 870  635. Estimate 1792.  

House 36 X I5 X 17 
Toofall for d a i r y  6 120 
k b a c k  kitchen 36 X 9 X 9 
Stable 2 4  X 15 X 13 f 34 
Byre  2 2 x 1 5 ~  9 f 2 2  
Barn 30 _U 15 _U 1 3  f 37 
Cottage 18 S 15 X 9 2 25 

f 238  

Obvio~ls ly  111 a paper  of this kind OIIC must be l imited in scope and omit 
sat isfactory cxarniriation of a number of important and interes t ing features 
bu t  I hope tha t  I have indicated some of the sort  of evidence and i d o r m a t i o n  
a rmed  u ~ t h  which, the  i n d u s t r i a l  archaeologist could embark upon the 
n e c c  s  sa r i ly  m o r e  detailed s u n - e y  of the f a r m s .  If any Individual o r  group 
\\.ere i n t e ~ e s t e d  in undertaking such a survey I mould  be m o r c  than ~ i l l i n g  

to p r o ~ - i d e  \vhatever docurnerlt -based evidence a s  t o  dating/costs etc. , w a s  
ar a i lable ,  to the best of my knowledge. The fu l l e r  appreciation of the 
history of o u r  region dcpcnds upan rnutaally advantageous cooperation 
brl%vcen the per so i l s  ~ h o  r e ly  prcdornir~at~t ly  on documents and those  whose 
rilterest s and apt i tudes  lie more  in the esaminat ion of archaeological 
P-, i d e n c e .  

X o t e  011 dialectal. ~ v o r d s  

Two words are used in the above paper which may not be immediately 
understood by all  readers, though they o c c u r  frcquentIy i n  18th and 19th 
cen tu ry  documen t s  and a r c  s t i l l  in  general u s e  in agricuItura1 c i rc les  in  
Piorthumberland. 

Hemmel: a shed or  c o v e r l n g  for  cattle.  This w o r d  is  recorded i n  The  
Eng l i sh  Dialect Dictionasy (Joseph Wright, 1902)  as being used in 
Scotland, Dlorthumbcrland, Durham, Cumber land ancl parts of 
Yorkshire. 

Toofal o r  tofall: a smal l  building annexed t o  a l a rge r ,  against which  i ts  -- 
roof r e s t s ;  a ' lean-to' .  W r i g h t  records this f r o m  the  s a m e  areas as 
for Hemmel, and additionally from Westmorland. 



MILLSTONES IN THE NORTH EAST 
Alan Stop1 

Mill s tones  have b e e n  used f o r  grinrlllzg corn and other materials for 
many h u n d r e d s  of y e a r s ,  and t h e s e  few p a r a g r a p h s  have been wr l t t en  i n  the 
hope  tha t  an  i n t e r e s t  in the  di f ferent  t y p r s  s t i l l  to be seen in  the North 
East  wi l l  be s t i r n d a t c d ,  and a n y  unusual f e a t u r c s  r.cportecl. The ~ x a m p l e s  

whlch have been quoted are a t  w a t e r - m i l l s ,  but  t h o s e  used in o t h e r  mills, 
whrther powercd by wind or  stcam, w e r e  c s s e r ~ t i a l l y  t h e  same. 

At on<> t imr  the supply of mi l l s tones  was o b t a ~ n e d  local ly ,  a n  example  
bring a t  Shotlcy R r i d g c ,  w h e r c  massive sands tone  was found outcropping 
along the River Derv-ent ,  and similarly near T3arnard Cas t l e .  Ccr ta ln  

a r r a s  outs ide  t h c  North East  gradua l ly  became supp l ie r s  of sprxcial t ypes  
of mi l l s tone  for g r ~ n d i n g  particular sor t s  of g r a i n ,  al though loca l  stone was 
s t i l l  q u a r r i e d  fo r  c o r n  gr inding well into the nlnetecrlth cmtury about two 
mi les  nortll of Stanhopc. Co. Durham,  the loca l i ty  being still market1 as 
"Mill S ~ O I I F :  Kigg'l on C l ~ t  modern  Ordinance S u r v e y  maps.  Another  q u a r r y  

which cclntalns s o m e  blocks  of  s tone  In the shape of rough mi l l s tones  has 
bccn r e p o r t e d  bp M r .  H. L.  Bead le  l o  t he  e a s t  of F l u s h i ~ m e r ~ ,  n e a r  
Middle tom-in-Tcesdal r ,  Co.  Durham.  

For a \cry l o n g  pe r iod  the  h e s l  s tones  for  f lou r  production w e r e  
impor ted  f r om the P a r i s  bas in :  these  werc know11 as F r e n c h  o r  b u r r  ( b u h r )  
s toncs ,  and  were  made of fitted blocks cpmenterl together  with p las te r  of 
P a r i s ,  stout i r o n  llnops being shrunk on to hold the blocks  in place .  The 

stone is a h a r d ,  s t r u c t u r e l r s s  chalcedony with a c h a r a c t e r ~ s t i c  speckling 
due  to  irregular cavities, and of a c r e a m  o r  pale brownish  co lour .  B u r r  

stones w e r e  gene ra l ly  hull t  up i n  this coun t ry  and s o m e t i m e s  a n  i r o n  p la te  
may h e  found on t h e  back which  r e c o r c l s  thc maker. A loca l  name which i s  

su i tc  i r equen t ly  seen is  W .  Pvlountain and Sons of VewcasLlc, as on one of 
the s toncs  at Tocketts Mill, n e a r  Guishorough, Y o r k s h i r e  ( N .  R. ). 
Occasional ly  the inscr ip t ion  on a millstone i n c l u d e s  the  d a t e  o f  manufacture, 
and what i s  p robab ly  t h e  ear l ies t  dated one to  s u r v i v e  in the North  East i s  to 
b e  seen at Sat ley  haill,  n e a r  L a n c h c s t e r ,  Co.  Durham,  m a d e  by George  
Marr  s of Hull in 1846. 

B u r r  stones range in diameter f r o m  4 feet 8 Inches a t  H a m s t e r l c y  Mi l l  
n e a r  Rawlands  Gil l ,  CO. Durham, to 4 fee t ,  a s  a t  Aycliffe Mill ,  near 
Darlsngton,  a l though smaller s tones  we re  a l m o s t  cer ta inly  used in windmil ls .  
V e r y  s m a l l  burr  srones may be found, each one generally made f r o m  a 

block. T h e s e  a r e  i n  the 1 foot 6 inches - 2 feet  6 i n c h e s  diameter 
range,  and all example may be seen i n  Xewmins te r  Abbey Mill, Mitford, 
nea r  Morpeth .  The gear f r o m  Newbiggin Mi l l ,  Blanchland,  ort thumb er land, 
which 1 s  in store f o r  the O p e n  Air  Museum,  includes a pa i r  of these .  

P e a k  s tones  a r e  probably  t h e  commonest type t o  be seen in the North 
~ , ~ s t  and are of h4illstonc g r i t ,  a coarse, tough, medium grey sands tone  
~ . i l l c h  was quarr ied as  a s ing le  piece.  The best quali ty stone came f rom 
t h e  Peak Dlstr lc t  of Derbysh i re .  Thcy w e r e  rnalnly used for grinding b a r l e y  
and o a t s ,  and w e r e  often l a r g e r  than b u r r  s t o n e s ,  v a r y i n g  i n  d i a m e t e r  f r o m  
4 fcct at .klwect Mil l ,  Ga in fo rd ,  Co. D u r h a m ,  to 5 feet l i n c h  at Brignall 
hlt l l ,  Yorkshire (K R. ). 

Other  importer1 mi l l s tones  which  may be found a r e  df dark ves icu la r  
l a ~  a ,  quzt-1-1r.d ~ h o l ~  I n  G r r m a r y ,  k ~ ~ o w : ~  as blue or- c u l l r n  ( d c r l v c d  from 
i n 7 o ~ n r : l  stones l 'his was  t h e  Last p a r t  ai the c o u n t r y  t o  use t h i s  tvpr - 
prlI>.cipallv f o r  g ~ i n d l n g  barley. The l r  d iamete r  v a r i e s  from 3 fee t  10 

h c s  a t  H ~ a l r y  17-11, nea r  H t ~ r h a m ,  Xor thumbcr l and ,  to  4 Ecc t  6 ~ n c l l e s  a,: 
i'ro\d,llt. ht i l l ,  n e z r  D u r h a m ,  althoupl? ano th r r  c~;amn11- 1s sccn l? tllc p a i r  
ot stont .5 .  2 icrt  1 i > i c ! l e s  in c l rameter ,  which  \has u r r l  t o  g r l n d  tkr  loia! 

shair .  t o  makc s l a t c  nc~:s l Is  a t  ',ro11l<ley Pencl l  Mil l .  Y o r k ~ l f i r e  (N. R. ). 
Ilcns T , ,~n<ion  B i ' i k ,  i r l  uppc-r T t . c ~ d a l e .  

L d l t r . r l y  3-n a r t i 5 c i a l  rnil lstonr of emery  and c e m e n t ,  known a s  the  
c r ~ r n p o s i t i o n  s t o n c ,  was murl i  f ~ ~ v o u r c r ! .  Cornpos i t~c ln  stones are said t o  
< r i i l ~ :  fai'ter, e spec ia l ly  when tlre f u r - r o w s  on  t h r  d r r s s v d  sur iacc a r r  ~ t c k l i  - 
sl:apcrl ~ r l s t c a d  oi s t r a l g h l ,  t h r y  a l s o  h a v e  a v e r y  r e a l  advantage in  that  they 

dr, r~ot ~li.rcl t o  b e  d r r s s r d  S ~ J  f r t ? q u c n t l y  due  to t h e i r  abras i r -e  t ex tu re .  The)- 
m a y  bc s e e n ,  In u s e ,  a t  C r a t h o ~ n c  X i r l l ,  n e a r  Y a  *m, I ' o r k s h ~ r e  (N. R .  ). 

It 1s not  a lways  n e c e s s a r y  to  go insldt .  t h r .  m11ls ta sec examples of 
thcbe  d i f f e r e n t  mrll stones. Often a s p a r e  s tonr  was  l c f t  lcaning a g a ~ n s t  an 
rxtci-io? w a l l ,  d s  a1 Crof t  Mi l l ,  Y u r k s h i r e  (K. H .  ). n e a r  Dar l ington.  /-It 
Gaunlcss  hill l s ,  Bishop Auckland, a f ine  ce l lec t lon of s tones  s tands  a long  
t h r  s i d r  of t h r  mil l  y a r d .  Often mi l l s tones  a r e  sunk in the yard, as at 
Leap hfill,  R u r n o p l ~ t ~ l d ,  nca l -  Stanley,  Co. Durharn,  o r  a r e  used  as s teps  a s  

at Cuatharn Munder-illr Mi l l ,  n r  a r  D a s l l n g t o n .  At  Alwent Mi l l ,  Gainford ,  
t h e y  h a v e  been used to  f loo r  the i ~ l t c r i o r  of the m i l l ;  or t hey  may form an  

d t t ~ a c t i ~ c  feature i n  g a r d e n s ,  a s  at Croxdalt: M11 l ,  nca r  D u r h a m .  Many of 
the villagcl rlamcs o n  t h e  g r a s s  v e r g e s  of roads in  Y o r l c ~ h r r ~  of fe r  a s p l c n d j d  

opportu~zity to s cc  di f fe ren t  t y p e s  of s to~re ,  most of whlch h a v ~  not been  
moved v e r y  far from t h e i r  working p l a c e s  in  a l l  probabi l i ty .  It is  r e g r e t  - 
table ,  however, that mi l l s  such as Kepwick Mill ,  nea r  Northal lcr ten ,  
Yorksh i r e  (N.  R. 1. should have been gutted of t h e i r  s tones  merely f o r  this  
purpose ,  when the r e m a i n d e r  of the  g e a r  i s  in tac t .  

At Norton Mi l l ,  near  Billingham, Co. Durham, a large peak s tone  

l i e s  an a g r a s s y  bank where the mill used to stand. P ieces  of mi l l s tone  
may be recognised easi ly  by their d ressed  surface with the t e l l - t a l e  f u r r o w s ,  



and examples  may be seen in d r y - s t o n e  walling near Beckside Mill, 
Hamste r l ey ,  near Wit ton- le-  Wear, Co. Durham, or in the debris of a 
demolished building a t  Hawthorn Mill ,  near Ea sington, Co.  Durham.  

The location of any mil l s tones  i s  well  wor th  recording, since they 
might be the means of discovering an unknown mill s i te .  Loca l  inquiries 
will produce interesting information even i f  the  stones have been moved. 

h the N o r t h  East t h e r e  i s  st i l l  a g r e a t  deal t o  be found out about the 
local  s o u r c e s  of mi l l s tones  and aleo, of c o u r s e ,  about the mills where 
they w e r e  used. N e w s  of any discoveries will always be most welcome. 

Three books 
of i n t e r e s t  to the  industr ia l  a rchaeo log i s t  

The Bowes Railway by C. E. Mountford published by the  Birmingham 
Locomotive  C lab ,  Indust r ia l  Locomotive Information Section and 
obtainable from 44 Hicks Avenue, Greenford, Middlescxf  p r i c e  1216 
141 p a g e s ,  80 i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  8 maps .  

This is  a v e r y  deta i led  and in te res t ing  survey of the  NCB l ine  f rom 
Burnopfield Col l iery  t o  J a r row  Stai thes .  This  railway is especially 
in te res t ing  as being the last major example  of inilinecl plane working 
i n  the N o r t h  E a s t ,  onc? so  Common. 6 inclined planes arc s t i l l  i n  
u s e  and t h e i r  method of operat ion is  desc r ibed  in detail .  

The Railways of Weardale b y  T. E. Rounthwaite published by the 
Railway Correspondence and Trave l  Society,  price about 91 - 
obtainable from J .  R. G r e g o ~ y ,  10 Windy Arbour, Kenilworth,  
Warwickshire. 37 pages  of test,  48 photographs ,  4 maps. 

Very useful booklet  or1 not only the main ra i lway line up t o  Wearhead 
but  the Stanhope and Tyne f r o m  Consct t  and the p r iva te  Weardale Iron 
Company lines, s t andard  and narrow gauge. 

History Field Studies in the Durham Area published by the Univers i ty  
of Durham,  Ins t i tu te  of Education, p r i c e  7 / 6 .  167 pages, 9 maps. 
P a g e s  125 t o  160 are especia l ly  use fu l ,  giving s h o r t  s u m m a r i e s  of 
severa l  indus t r i e s  and topic S ,  such as lead, coal, i rons tone  mining,  
and the  Stockton and Darl ington Railway. Var ious  sites a r e  l is ted and 
a bibliography is given at the end of each chapter. 


